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Regular Council Meeting 
November 13, 2012 

 
I. Meeting Called to Order 
 
Mayor Marse called to order the regularly scheduled council meeting of November 13, 2012 at 7:00 
p.m.  
 
Members present:  Mayor J.M. Marse, Council members Elizabeth Brannon, Ray Jackson, Earl 
King, Charlie Simmons and Harold Taunton. Staff present: City Attorney Clay Adkinson, Fire 
Chief Al Ford, Fire Chief Russell Beaty, Water Operator Ben Lewis, City Planner Latilda 
Henninger and City Clerk Robin Haynes.  Charley Cotton and Cliff Knauer were present 
representing Preble-Rish.   
 
II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Approval of past minutes 
 
No minutes were presented. 
 
1.  Planning Issues 
 
A. 1st reading of proposed ordinance/Equine Management 
 
Ms. Henninger presented a draft ordinance for council consideration regarding equine management 
procedures.  She informed council that due to some complaints from residents, as well as some 
possible code enforcement issues, the Mayor had directed her to draft an ordinance.  After short 
discussion regarding changes, Councilman Jackson motioned to approve holding the 1st reading, 
with Ms. Henninger bringing a revised copy before the council for approval prior to advertising and 
adoption, Councilman King seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion 
carried 5:0.  Ms. Henninger read the ordinance by title and will bring a revised draft back to the 
council prior to 2nd reading. 
 
B. Workshop request 
 
Council set a Land Development Code/Industrial Use category workshop for December 5, 2012 at 
7:00 pm 
 
2. Legal Matters  
 
No legal items were presented. 
 
3. Fire Department Report 
 
Chief Ford gave a brief call/training report. 
 
A. Fire station electrical upgrade 
 
Chief Ford informed the council that he had reviewed all electrical upgrade submittals and that Gulf 
Comm Electric met all criteria and was the lowest bid price.  Councilman Simmons motioned to 



 

Page 2 of 3 
RCM 11/13/12 

approve awarding the project to Gulf Comm Electric for $7,579.00, Councilwoman Brannon 
seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
4. Parks Department Report 
 
A short maintenance and events report was given. 
 
5. Engineering report 
 
A.  Approval request – Control valves/water system 
 
Project bid prices were received for the addition of a pressure relief valve on Highway 20 and the 
installation of an altitude valve on the Portland tank from two contractors:  North Florida 
Construction for $76,800.00 and Utility Solution Group for $69,750.00.  Councilman King 
motioned to approve awarding the project to Utility Solutions Group for $69,750.00, Councilman 
Jackson seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
IV. Old Business 
 
1. Approval requests – Personnel recommendations based up 11/01/13 council workshop 
A. Evaluation form  
 
Councilman Taunton motioned to approve the evaluation form and policy change (two evaluations 
per year) as presented, Councilman King seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the 
motion carried 5:0. 
 
B. Position descriptions, organizational chart 
 
Councilman King motioned to approve the revised position descriptions, with the addition of 
“applicant will be drug tested according to Florida Statute” and adding requirement of “Florida 
Driver’s License” to all descriptions, and the proposed organizational chart, Councilman Jackson 
seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 4:1. 
 
C. Employee cost of living raise 
 
Councilman King motioned to approve a 3% cost of living raise for all employees, effective with 
the next payroll, except the Mayor and council, Councilwoman Brannon seconded.  There was no 
public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
D. Advertise and accept applications – water department  
 
Councilman King motioned to advertise and accept applications for two water department positions, 
Councilman Simmons seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
E. Advertise and accept applications – fire department  
 
Councilwoman Brannon motioned to advertise and accept applications for one fire fighter position, 
Councilman Simmons seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
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F. Develop staff structure plan for fire department 
 
Councilwoman Brannon motioned to approve the staffing plan as presented for the fire department, 
to include one fire captain position and three shift lieutenant positions, Councilman King seconded.  
There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
V. New Business 
 
Add on item:   
Councilman Jackson motioned to approve to cancel the 2nd meeting in November (Thanksgiving), 
Councilman Taunton seconded.  There was no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
1. Rental fee waiver 
 
Councilwoman Brannon motioned to approve the rental fee waive for a monthly meeting of the 
Walton County Oath Keepers in the community center, Councilman King seconded.  There was no 
public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
2. Pay all bills in order 
 
Councilman Taunton motioned to pay all bills in order, Councilman Jackson seconded.  There was 
no public or council discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
VI. Council Business Not On Agenda 
 
Councilman Jackson commented on how nicely the Veteran’s Day program turned out. 
 
VII. Public Comment 
 
Mr. Hunter, a resident on Bay Grove Road, requested council re-consider a waiver of the $2,000.00 
impact fee for resident connections.  He had not had septic tank problems while the program was in 
place, but did now and needed to connect to sewer.  After short discussion, Councilman Jackson 
motioned to extend the waiver of $2,000.00 of sewer impact fee for new residential connections 
until December 31, Councilman Taunton seconded.  There was no additional public or council 
discussion, the motion carried 5:0. 
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      J.M. Marse, Mayor 
 
______________________________ ____________________________________ 
Robin Haynes, City Clerk   Earl King, Council President 
 


